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CHARGES SUGAR
TRUST TRIED TO
HANDLE WILSON

(laus Spreckels Says E. D,
Rabst Wanted Dissolu-
tion Suit Dropped.

CRGED USE OF INFLUENCE
Refining Official Denies Al-
legations Before Senate
Committee.

cptciad Deapateh to Taw Suw

WasrINGTON, Dol 15.—Claus Spreckels,
prestdent of tha Federal Sugar Refining
Company and arch enemy of the so-
called pugar trust, resumed his testi.
mony before the Fenate (nvestigating
committes to-2ay. He pursued the same
eourss of criticlsm adopted yesterday
and hls statements tqnded evidently In
the directlon of attempting to prove
actual collusive action between the Food
Administration and the American Sugar
1efning Company and {ts aMilates in
tbe Deat nnd caune sugar industrics.

Ha furnlshed one sensation In the
course of the day when he ssserted that
Ka:! To. Babat, vice.president of the
American Sugar Refining Company, had
suggerted to him that he avall hirmself
of his repytad cardial relations with
Pragldenty Wilson and write a letter to
tha Chief Executive urging that thes dls-
sojutlon auit agalnst the alleged trust
ow :mumzleh in the Federal courts ba
Aropped, is brought an immediate
danial from Mr Babgt.

Mr. Spreckels stated that the ragusst
from Mr. Babst had coms to him at the
time when his (Spreckels's) requeat for
an ailotment of rew sugar from the
Intsrnational 8ugar Commities was
pencing. Mr, Babat was chalrmag of
tbe Intarmatiomal committes and Mr.
dprecicels had explaized to him that he
had made oversalea, wlich necessitated
an ailotment for the Federal copcern
in order that [tz contracts might be
Alled.

Tells About Conversation.

Tha witness testiflad that about Octo-
bar 1 Mr. Babst came to him and sald:

“We are good now and we have an
t!mation from the Attorney-General
that |f you will writa & letter to thae
President saying we are good Lhs
mut will be dlamissed.”

*What makes you think T have suech
fefluence with the President?” Mr.
Bpreckels sald he replled.

“Becauss ¥ou are ons of our principal
®mpetitors,” was stated as ths answer.

Mr. Spreckals stated tha: Mr, Babst
m'd again that "“we are good now and
will be In the future,” and that he
ifpreckals) answered, “'I anl not willing
(o take a chance con the future” Mr.
Spreckels sald he declined to write such
& jetter,

Ar. Babst gave his version of the con-
wereation and sald nothing about the re-
quert for a lelter.

“Wasn't anything sald about a letter
ta the Presidant?™ askst]l Senator Feed.

g

Mr. Spreckels, altting a few fes! from
Mr. Babst, quickly faced atout and
quertioned :

‘Didn't you aek me to writa a letter
to President Wilpon™*

1 did not,” sald Mr. Eabst firmly

Turning to Banator Read Mr. Spreckels
‘aplared that “my statement was mada
wnder osth and I am willing to repeat
$ e

“20 was mine,” smapped Ar. Babst

Fxplanstion by Mr. Babst.

“i explained to Mr. Spreckels,” Mr,
Warst gald, “that as we were all under
Gavernment contral {t had been sug-
rectod that possibly the dissolution suit
wainst us might e digmissed. T arked
*kat 1f such a profosition Wwas made by
ur rompetitors would he Jjoin In the
~wquesl that i1t be done. He rald he
=-u4ld think It over.”

The investigation also was enlivensd

v gevera] Intarchanges of & wordy ¢har-

woter petween Chalrman Reed and Coun-
=|lor Lindley of the Food Administra-
t1=1.  Mr. Lindlsy endeavored to bring
“ita the hearing an immediate confuta-
‘an of the statemeants Mr. Epreckels was
aking,

“You are making an argument, not a
statement,” snapped Senator Resd. “An
to the facts you stats, I belleve I would
have 1o cantrowvert every one of them

That the Food Administration had
s4erced any one was denied by Mr. Lind.
‘saw, e sald there had been no coercion

: to the fixing of pricea cn various com-
moditisn

‘The United States Food Administra-
tien,” sald the counsallor,
nropsr means of persuading certalm per-
#2086 to follaw Its Talea’™

“Trat would you call that but coer-
fon 7 demanded the chalrman.

Mr Spreckels defined the possible ben-
»fits which might aserue to the so-galled

.kar Trust by putting through a high |
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price for Cuban raw sugar. Bald he:!
“When Cuban sugar advancss in prica
beet sugar and Hawalian sugar with
It. The Bugar Trust controls the beat:
sugar 8 and the Hawallan out-
ggt. Thus while the refiners would not

nafit directly by the increased price
pald Cuban planters the Sugar Trust
would reap the benefit In enormous prof-
Its gained on baet sugar and the Hae
wallan produst”

Latar in the testimony It wan shown
that the American Bugar Refining Com-
pany and !ts aMilates had refused to ad-
vance the price It had been paying for
Fugar bieets, nlthough It was certaln that
a much enhanced prics for ths fAnished
sugar would be obtained through the ac-
| tion of the Fosd Administration In fixing
| vary high fAgurea on the Cuban raw
| sugars,

According to the report of the Ameri-
can Bugar Refining Company the cost
!of refining thelr finished products In
fﬂil wan $3.83 per cental. Under the
lurnnummt of tka Food Adminlatration
| whereby the market price for the re-
fned production of Cuban and other
cana fields s fized at §7.30 tha best
product will enjoy similas advantagen
The extra profit o the best sugar peo-
1I|Ie. therefore, It was estimated, would
amount next year to $42,000,000,

There followed ganeral discussion of
tha organisation of the International
commities and Ita work In fixing prices
and arranging universal contracts for
the purchasa of ths Cuban output

“Who repressnted the consuming pub-
e at thess conferencea?' Chalrman
fteed demanded.

Mr, Spreckels sald ha 4} not know.

It Comtrola 26 Factories.

The chalrman spoke at cons!dersble
length In regard to the organlsation
and affiliations of the American Hugar
Refining Company. He sh 4 that the
so-called trust controlled twenty-six of
tho factories engaged in the producti®
of best sugar and that thelr control over
the cutput was of 21,000 tons of produc-
tion out of 76,000 tons per day.

The early part of the Epreckels test!-
moeny to-day dealt with his Intimations
that in organ'sing the sugar divinion of
the Food Administration the organisza-
tions had been at pains to land !n-
fluential positions for a host of em-
nloyees of the Amarican Sugar Refining
Company. apparently affording excallent
opportunity for these officials In favor
thelr former and probably ultimats em-
ployer in the peace years to come at the
expense of independent concerns.

Py

Foed Admimnistration Alds,

Mr. Spreckels sald the bullding at 111
Wall strest, or at least that part of *
occupled by the Foed Administration

5 llterally infested with such am-
ployees. He gave the list of the lsad.
(ere. It Incinded: *
| G. M. Rolph. as ehalrman of tke Inters
| national committes and also head of the
rugar division, formerly head of the Cal.
ifornia Hawallan Sugar Company and
affllated with the so-called trust.

Earl D, Babst, also a member of the
[lmemlulmll committes and president of
the American Sugar Rafining Company,
the core of the alleged combination.

W. A, Jamleson, member of the inter.
national committes and connected with
the American concarn.

Henry C. Mott, buyer for the surar
divisiop of the United Etates Food Ad-
ministration and up to the outhreak of
tha war buyer for the American Sugar
Refinlng Company. -

Edwin T. Gibson, secretary to the in-
|ternational committea and formerly sec-
relary to Earl D. Rabst,

E. E. Hooker, steering committea of
one for the sugar divisions of the Food
Administration and formeriy .an em-
ployes of the American Sugar Refning
Company.
| Thp Food Administration {s watehing
the proceeding of the inquiry with sager
| Interest. Never leas than a half dosen
of the sugar exparts of the Federal Gov-
erament are on hand at each pession,

| Hoover Tsaues Satement.

To-night Herbert C. Hoover, desirous
|to mest the Eprecklea charges while they
lare atlll prominent in the public mind,
(isMues a statement as follows:

“It requires no proof from ma to es.

| tablish that Mr. Epreckels, a leading
| Fugar refiner, Ia sore at the Food Admin.
|istration and would like to s2a |t de-
|siroyed. I realize that Mr. Epreckel's
talance sheet will not ook #0 good next |
year ap last, for reflner's profits have
beap regulated. Furthermors, his bal-
{ance rheet would have lnoked hettar this
| ¥ear If the price of last August had not
| been reducad and held faet [n the face
of a possible shortage that promised a
falr opportunity for thirty cent sugar
und much increased profiLs,

*“WMr. Spreckels twerefors has reason
to feel bdy. There are other citizens
wko will feal the same way and no
douhbt can entertaln the publlc by ae. |
saulting the Food Adminintration. While'
many feel bad, st!ll the vast majority |
of men and women of our business com-
munity and of our farmers are eacr!-
Acing thelr profita daily to the nation's
neassaities without complaint, for many
are sacrificing more than thair monsy—
her sona. .

Two Months of Shortage,

“We have had two monthr of partis]
sugar shortage—Oectober and November
~and will ales have December befors
rellef from the mew crop. The Amari-
can people have had 500,000 tons of
sugar in thase two months—that la T0
per cent. of thalr normal supplies In
each month—and {f cars are available
they will have 70 per cent in Decum-
ber. Owinmg to car shortages the short-
Bge has Deen mosl adute in ths North-
east, and about 200 cars are to-day
bipeked from that reglon.

“This 70 par cent |8 twice the French
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ration. In the meantime we have given
France a good part of the 10 per cent
and are proud of it. 'This supply to
France was given deliberately and the
American peopla were told of It at the
time. We have aleo agresd to draw
10,000 tona for our frisnds In Canada.
1 have yet to mest an Amarican citised
who would have had It otherwise.

A8 to the Food Administration step-
the sources of mupply. Tha faet
that all avallable supplies have been
brought here that ships and cars could
bring, and that It has already been
eaten, |5 & suMclent answer,

“Mr. Epreckels knowns the bitterness of
the ten year fights bDetween producers
and refiners—between dlffersnt refinars
~and If he looks back over the lust
thres monthe he w!ll cbserve a desire
of many of thess elements to use the
Food Administration as a club to settls
thelr long standing bitterness.

“It Mr. Spreckels will tell un where
there s any sugar to<lay that ships
can bs obtained 1o carry or cars can
be obtained to deliver it will be deliversd
At once with the same resolution that
we have requisitioned or dlstributled
over §0,000,000 pounds of embargoed
SUgar aince October 1. Tn the meantima
tha $00,000 tons of sugar In Java ls as
remota as chesrs out of the moon, un-
less we wish to taks bread ships from
our own soldiera and allles to*provide
oursalves with candy.”

Mr. Babst's Statement,

Mr, Babst to-night made this state-
ment :

“My request to-day for the Eenate
committess’ permission to make a state.
ment was unusual, but I wanted them
to know (hat misrepresantation and
falmehood will be answered fully.

“l hope the pecple will resarve thelr
Judgment In this case until we have pre.
sentad our full cass, then T have no fear
of the result. \We ars golng to see this
thing through.

"It s well known in the sugar trade
that tha Amarican Sugar Refining Com-
pany has sinca last February sold its
sugar for from 1+4 of a cent to a full
ecant & pound helow the prices of Me,
Bpreckels' company.”

ACCUSED OF SUGAR HOARDING.

Bronx Man Aad 53 Barrvels Stored
in Warehouwe.

Hyman Borrok of 1380 Boaton road,
The Bronx, formerly & manufasturer of
walists at 5309 Third avenue, was ar-
ralgned yesterday before Justice Fraschl

of the Court of 8pecial Sesaions, charged
under tha new Biats food laws with
hoarding @fty-two barrels of sugar. He

tached to the Distriet Attorney's
found the w in the warehouss of the
| F. C. Linde pany at 716 Gresnwich
streat, Mr. Bwann eald, and a warrant
was gworn out for Borrok’s arrest.

Borrok admitted that ha bought tha
sugar In two lots, Mr. Bwann sald, pay-
ing 7 cents & pound for one lot and 8
centa for Lthe other. He originally had
sixty barrels, but sold slght barrels, got-
ting on his sals 5.65 cents a pound, Lhe
Food Administration price.

Lorrok ineisted thai he had no fdea
of hoarding sugar. He sald that when
he bought it he meant to go Into the
business of manufacturing syrup. He
admitted he hadn't made any syrup,
however.

T, R. VISITS CANP SHERMAN.

Col. Recsevelt Addrosses Oficers at
Chillicothe, Ohlo.

Caxr ERErRMAN, CHIuLicoTeE, Ohlo,
Dec. 15, —Every minute of the four hours
Col, Theodor¢ Roomevalt spent st the
National Army camp hers to-day was in
demand. The former President arrived
shortly after 11 o'cloek from Cinclnnati,
was met by Major-Gen. E. F. Glepn, the
ecommanding officer, and was driven
abont on an inspection of the eamp.

At noon the Colonal ate luncheon with
otaf? officers at division headquarters
and later Informally addressed all of
the camp's cMcerns In the - M. C. A
avditorilum. He did rnot talk to the
drafted and enlisted men.

Plans had been madas to hold a formal
reviaw of tha entire divislon for Col
Roosavelt, but at his request and be-
caune of tha coldneas of the weather the
review was not beld. The former Presl-
dert left for the Baat at §:45 o'clock.

DULUTH NAVIGATION CLOSES.

Lake Shipping for 1017 May Sec-
oud Record Year.

Deirta, Uec. 15.-~Navigation far the

season of 1717 at the head of the lakes

practically cama to a close at midnight
Inst night, when the rteamars Mun-ey

graln.

The total amount of shipping for the
wear probably will ba only second to the
record estabilahed in 1516 deapits a late

opaning.
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SHOW TO-MORROW

NEW MODELS

GOWNS
TA‘ILORED DRESSES
TAILORED SUITS

AND

Special creations

for all the various

out-a-door functions of Palm Beach:;

AS WELL AS

HATS

This collection presents unusually different style
departures, intensifying all the attractive per-

sonalities of Hickson Inc. clothes: Youthfulness,

‘Superlative Charm, Richness and Dignity.

TAe cAvenue-
at FftyJecond Jireet

GO TO

THE RED CROSS :

L]

MASS MEETING

HIPPODROME, TO-NIGHT

Speakers
Otto H. Kahn, William Howard

. :
Ta't, Henry J. Allen, of

Kanm:l‘llﬂl'.Dnvhm.Lhnn:n Perigord of France,
Songs by John McCormack

Seats Free.

First come,

Ne Collection.

Apply Hippodrome bos office after 230 P. M.

first served.

and Boston cleared for Buffalo with

Lord &

38th Street

FIFTH AVENUE

Tavior

39th Street

$35,000 Worth of Fine Damask Table Cloths and Napkins
R at 25 to 50 Per Cent Less Than Current Prices

A Great Clearance Sale of odd lots and broken lines of splendid linens which we cannot now duplicate
owing to the disturbed conditions abroad. Rather than show incomplete assortments of these numbers

Usual price $4.30 0000000
Usual price $6.00....4...
Usual price $£7.50........

Usual price $3.25 dozen.........

A

Linen Event

we will close them out completely
at Marked Reductions in Prices.

..$2.95
.. “095
$4.75

Usual price $15.00........ $9.76
Usual price $16.85........811.75

Table Cloths

Napkins

Becond Floor,

Usually up to $10.50..... $6.95 | Usually up to $35.00.....%517.75
! Usually up to $45.00.....$24.50
| Usually up to £62.00.....531.00

vereenes 3250 | Usually up to $9.350 dozen....ecveececess $5.98
Usually up to $5.00 dozen..o.eeveevenes... 8375 | Usually up to $13.50 dozen...ceevencenes. $9.45
Usually up to $7.50 dozen...oeveeeenn.....84.45 | Usually up to $25.00 dozen....cceeevecn...816.85

!
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Small Size Oriental Rugs
Holiday Gifts That Will Endure

A Splendid Assortment

Chinese Rugs
Hand carved qualities
quisite colorings.

of Persian

and

Chiriese Rugs at Attractively Moderate Prices.

Silky pieces in rich shades of
dark red, blue and ivory.

in ex-

Sizes 2x3 to 3x6 feet

$17.50 - $52.50 - |

Room Size Orientals
Persian Mahal Rugs

Beluchistan Rugs

Sizes about 3x3 feet.

$23.50 o $45.00

=y

Intermediate Sizes at Proportional Prices.

Mfth Floor

Hamidan Mosoul Rugs
Heavy, Silky pieces in a large

selection of designs and colorings.

Sizes 3x6 to 4x7 feet.

$37.50 > $58.00

Chinese Rugs
Size Averaging 6x9 feet..............$135.00 | Size Averaging 3x8 feet.. .. .......... $75.00
Size Averaging 12x14 feet... ........$250.00 | Size Averaging 13x17 feet.....~+....$575.00

&

Sale ofl' Cut Gl

Thin Blown Plain Tumblers.,,.......dozen
Thin Blown Cut Tumbler:s...........dozen $1.20
' Thin Blown Cut Goblets............dozen $3.00
Cut Glass Bon Bon Compotes........cach

- ©

69c |

Moderate Prices Prerail Throughout.

Fifth Floor,

ass and Crystal
Timely Reductions for Holiday Purchasing

Jam Jars with colored spoons.........each $1.00
Cut Glass Candy Jars...ccveervvese..ach $1.00
Handled Lunch Plates...
75¢ | Large footed Punch Bowls....o.iv..s. rach $3.50

The Cut Glass section shows a magnificent collection of Venetian Glassware, hand
on Glass, Gold incrustations on the finest crystal and Rock crystal of the best quality.

e-sssssvsssss .cach $1.50 1
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Solid Mahogany 'lea
Wagon with glass tray
top, two rear wheels pre-
vent tilting.

Formerly $17.50.....814.25

Solid Mahogany Smoking
Stand, 28 inches high,
weighted base, glass tray,
nickel match holder and cigar
rests. Special.......$2.45

Tapestry Arm Chair or

v

Folding Card Table; frame

| mahogany finished, felt cov-

ered top.

Formerly $2.50.......%1.95

Tilt

Mahogany
top 232 in. ar

“'i.:.h “OF
Fermerly #6.00

Tables,
drameter.

| Lord £ Taylor

Furniture
For Gifts

| The pieces illustrated have been se-
lected as representative of the many to
be found in our immense stock of fur-
niture that will’ make admirable and
useful Holiday Gifts.

All Are Special Values.

fizth Floor.
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weltes

$3.95

Cewan'’
- S | 3 - . 1

$3.95 | inzron Sclid Mahogany Sew-

ng Cabinet, made with in- [
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visible hinges .......812.50 t
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Solid Mahogary AMufa | ,
stand, with <ccacp plate | ¥ !
shelves, i f
Formerly $:.30.......83.75 I e
- il
| il
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Mahogauy Arm Chaire or
Rockers, with various cover-
made in our own work-

s

U,

Loy § L ammn ] | L em— | Jem—f L

worth £22.00.. 813,75

Rocker (large size), spring
edge seat; all hair ard moss Mahogany Dinner Ch’!ﬂ*tl, o
construction, web bottom, | g Saolid Mahogany Tab
made in our own workroom, *Weet ringing ftone. 18 inches high: 14 inch
Formerly $40.00 $29.50 . Special............. - $5.00 ! Spetial.......
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